


A Message from Our CEO, Amanda Sturgeon

Dear Friends and Supporters,

2025 marked the first year of our new ten-year
strategy, a bold commitment to place nature’s
intelligence at the center of how we make
decisions and shape the world around us.

We launched AskNature Chat, answering

a long-standing call for easier access to
biological wisdom. In a moment when Al raises
real questions, we believe the world needs a
credible, science-grounded tool that invites
people to ask better questions and connect
with nature’s strategies in a personal way. It will
continue to evolve as we learn more about the
role Al will play in our future.

We convened our inaugural Co-Lab on
Buildings, Cities & Infrastructure, bringing
together leading thinkers each month to
accelerate the building sector toward Nature
Positive norms. This work was a personal
highlight of my year, and we look forward to
sharing its outcomes in 2026.

We opened AskNature Learning, a new series
of interactive courses that help people apply
nature’s lessons to their own work alongside a
cohort of fellow learners. We plan to expand
our course offerings in 2026. Meanwhile,
Nature of Fashion built strong momentum,
with a powerful new narrative campaign
launching early in the new year.

Our partnerships grew in both number and
depth. Collaborations with Atmos, ReTV,
Earthsot Prize, IKEA Action Speaks,Circle
Economy, The Or Foundation, Beneficial
Design Institute, Transition Network, and
others. We are also grateful for our sister
orgainzations: Biomimicry 3.8, The Biomimicry
Center at ASU, and Biomimicry for Social
Innovation. We cannot do this work alone, and
we are grateful for every ally on this path.

People from around the world joined
AskNature Hive conversations and lit clubs,
forming new connections with one another.
The Ray of Hope Accelerator drew its

largest applicant pool ever, and AskNature
expanded to include bioregional content. We
also brought our message to global stages,
including New York and London Climate
Weeks and Bioneers, where Janine delivered a
powerful keynote.

None of this would be possible without you.
Your support fuels every step forward.

As we enter 2026, the challenges facing
people and the planet fgel heavierthan ever.
Yet nature continues to offefhope. A future
where humans and natege<hrive together is
net only possible; it is already erfi@rging. Thank

you for helping it grow.
- With grasitude,
= Amanda Sturgeon, CEO
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Introducing AskNature Chat

In 2025, The Biomimicry Institute launched AskNature Chat, a
new Al-powered tool that makes nature’s wisdom easier to access
than ever before. For years, our community asked for a simpler
way to explore biological strategies. AskNature Chat answers
that call, inviting anyone to ask, “How would nature solve this?”
and receive thoughtful, science-grounded responses drawn from
AskNature's trusted library. Try AskNature Chat here.

We unveiled AskNature Chat during New York Climate Week, at
COOKFOX Architects. Amanda Sturgeon introduced the tool and
demonstrated how it can help designers, engineers, educators,
and innovators discover nature-inspired solutions to their
toughest challenges.

As Al rapidly reshapes how people find and use information, we
believe it is essential to have a credible, credentialed resource
that frames the conversation around learning from nature.
AskNature Chat represents a new kind of relationship between
people and nature’s genius: personal, immediate, and open to
all. It will continue to evolve as we learn more about the role Al
will play in our future, and we are excited to see how our global
community puts it to work.
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Sharing Nature’s Genius on New

In 2025, biomimicry reached new audiences t
partnerships with leading climate and sustainability m
explored how buildings can breathe like termite moun
Earth introduced its readers to the power of learning from
and Re:TV spotlighted our Nature of Fashion initiative and its
vision for transforming textile waste.

Together, these stories carried nature-inspired solutions far
beyond our own channels, inviting new communities to see the
living world as a source of answers to our greatest challenges.

This year, we opened the doors to AskNature Learning, a new
series of interactive courses designed to help people apply /',
nature’s wisdom to their work, projects, and practice. Our courses
bring the content of AskNature and our programs to life in a* #
hands-on, engaging format. A4

others who share a passion for nature-inspired soluti
strong interest in our first offerings, we plan to exgﬁnd AskNature
Learning in 2026. 4
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for the forest

asknature

Design for Transformation
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WHAT IS BIOMIMICRY ABOUT US NEWS & UPDATES

JOIN THE COMMUNITY EXPLORE INNOVATION GET INSPIRED

It's time for
solutions that

get us back in
sync with nature

Nature's strategies, honed over millennia, can teach
us how to solve today’s biggest problems.

BIOLOGICAL STRATEGIES INNOVATIONS FOR EDUCATORS ABOUT DONATE
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AskNature: Commuﬁity,

2025 was a ye‘

community an tform we buil
life. The AskNature Hive flouri
ibrant space for
We inued to expand
publishing new pages and gr our collection of fg__ W«U‘E_;llllllﬂau = F
bioregional content that reveals the wisdom embedded in S s B
Earth’s diverse places. Building on our early experiments
with Al, we launched AskNature Chat, a credible, science-
grounded tool that makes nature’s strategies easier to
discover than ever. And with the launch of AskNature
Learning, we created new ways for people to explore

growth for AskNatu
in 2024 came fully
in its first full year,
nnection and | i k- I ACE e TUT
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Wed, Apr 23, 2025 2:00 PM

Biomimicry Institute's 20th
Anniversary Virtual Celebration

Celebrate 20 Years of Nature-

biomimicry together through interactive, cohort-based " Inspired Innovation!
courses. - 2" - f Show more

3 19 going
The AskNature Hive Takes Flight ‘:,f &
In its first full year, the AskNature Hive grew into a thrlv- —~ 2
ing hub for anyone curious about or engaged with bio- ‘ mﬂm&a \i
mimicry. Across 36 live events, including conversations the Life We Breathe
and lit clubs, members connected with practitioners,
thought leaders, and one another. With 289 new members with Conrl Zirmmer
joining in 2025, the Hive continues to prove that we can
go farther and do more together. Thu, Mar 13, 2025 1:00 PM

Live Conversation with Carl Zimmer:

Air-Borne: The Hidden History of the...

We are excited to welcome award-

winning New Yark Times columnist
Show more

24 going
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Maya Lessons
From People,
Plants, & the Sun

with Dr. Menica
Berger Gonzalez

Thu, Apr 17, 2025 1:00 PM

Maya Lessons From People, Plants,
and the Sun with Dr. Monica Berger...

Mayan medicine sees the health of
people, other animals, and the planet
Show more

21 going

Fri, Feb 28, 2025 100 AM

4th Friday Literature Club: The
Serviceberry - Abundance and...

Join the community on February 28th
for 4th Friday Literature Club as Hive

Show more

10 going



Innovation: Advancing Nature-Inspired Solutions

2025 was a year of momentum for our innovation programs.

The Ray of Hope Accelerator drew its largest applicant pool—
ever, a clear sign that nature-inspired entrepreneurship is

gaining ground around the world. At the same time, Nature

from inspiration to realdworld impact.
S A\ - N

Nature of Fashion

Ray of Hope Accelerator

.

In 2025, the Ray of Hope Accelerator welcomed 10 \Mre of Fashion gained strong momentum in
nature-inspired startups into its cohort, selected 2025 as we worked alongside pilot partners Circle
from the largest pool of applicants in the program’s Economy in the Netherlands, Beneficial Design
history. Each received $15K in non-dilutive funding, Institute in Germany, and The Or Foundation in
along with mentorship, community, and tools to grow Ghana. Each pilot explores a different approach to
their impact. breaking down textile waste, rooted in the needs

- and knowledge of its place. Together, they are
Our growing network of founders, mentors, laying the groundwork for a fashion system that,
investors, and alumni continues to prove that . returns materials safely to the Earth, with a powerful
nature holds answers to some of our most pressing narrative campaign set to launch in early 2026. b
challenges. h
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2025 Financials

Revenue: $3,004,456
Expenses: $2,638,798

4%

$127,985
EARNED INCOME
o 2%
$72,149
OTHER
REVENUE TYPES
TOTAL:
$3,004,456
o
93%
$2,804,322

CONTRIBUTIONS

10%
$253,913
c>FUNDRAISING

24%
$636,867

EXPENSES M&G
TOTAL:
$2,638,798
O
66%
$1,748,018
PROGRAMS
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Board: Staff:

Janine Benyus, Co-founder Amanda Sturgeon Angela Klinefelter
Dana Bourland Ayoade Balogun Anna Konstantinova
Jim Bunch Miranda Berger Michael Painter
Mary Davidge Jenélle Dowling Myah McDonald
Stephanie Jernstrom Jen Fredette Sarah Mclnerney
Daniel Kinzer Camilo Garzén Maélys Renaud
Kathia Laszlo Crista Good Raven Rice
Charity May Andrew Howley Colin Unsworth
Angela Nahikian Dave Hutchins Lily Urmann
Michael Painter Kelli Young

Erin Rovalo

Kent Snyder

Our Foundations & Corporate Sponsors:

Laudes Foundation
Ray C. Anderson Foundation
Impact Assets

alv foundation
Bedari Collective
VKRF

EcoShift

NoVo Foundation
L'Oreal

Acciona
Colgate-Palmolive
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Our 2025 Donors

Cindy Angerhofer
Negi Arabani

Nick Asher

Kenny Ausubel

Gloria Awbrey

Sophia Bardelli

Dayna Baumeister
Scott Beall

Bob Bechtold

Janine Benyus
Miranda Berger
Christina Bertea
Francesca Bertone
Gea Boessenkool
Dana Bourland
Alexandre Boussetta
BSM Services Pty Ltd
Christine Bullen
Katherine Careddu
Theodore Carlson
Javier Carvajal-Barriga
Jillian Chase

Belinda Chlouber
Deborah Coburn

Liesl Coleman

Loring and Louise Conant
Carol Conger

Ruth Covo Family Foundation
Brenda Cullen

Brent Cutcliffe
Radha Daehne
Mary Davidge

Josh DeMarree
Cheryl Effron
Ronald Elowitz
Isaac Samuel Eskind
Annelien Eyskens
Laura Fain

Wendy and John Fiedler
Alex Flannelly

Trish Flaster
Christopher Fuller
Erin Gaddis

Will Godwin
Jenniffer Green
Margie and John Haley
Marsha Hamacher
Mary Hansel
Stephen Hatchett
Rene Hearn

Lisa Hensel

Toby Herzlich

Ellen Holmes
Sharon Howe
Stephanie Jernstrom
Brenda Johnson
Kan An Fund

Sarah Katz

Liese Keon

Betty Ketcham

Ken Kingsley

Janet Kinneberg
Daniel Kinzer

Angela Klinefelter
Kathia Laszlo

Kirsten Lee

Leslie Fund, Inc.
Philip Ling

Andrea Loew

Dana Lowell

Branko Lukic
Jennifer Magee
Colleen Mahoney
Mark Majesky

Kristy Manning
Sunita Mathew
Charity May

Danielle McCowan
Sharon McDonald
Steve McGaffin
Melinda McWilliams
Alison Mehlsak
Subhash Mehta

Linda Milks

Charles Patrick Moore
Jennifer Morgenstern
Michelle Morrison
Russell and Suki Munsell
Brian Murfin

Angela Nahikian

Berta Neto

Michelle Neyland
Tara Nicholson
Haley Nolde

Patsy and Jorgen Northcutt /
Vos

Barb O’Connell
Stephanie Otte
leuan Owen

Rick Paine and Lynnaea Lum-
bard Catalysis Fund
Francesco Palma
Leonie Paul

Marvin Peden
Steven Petersen
Paula Pileggi

Clive Porter

Debby Prestridge
Prabhakar Rajagopal
Sarah and Andy Roubik
Marianne Rowe
Ryelandt Damien
Steven Saarman
Ellen Sanford
Marsha Scheppler
Dorna Schroeter
Debra Searle

Ravi Seshadri
Valerie Shey

Kathy Shimata
Hannah Shirkey
Eileen Silva-Tetlow

Sofia Smina
Jessica Smith
Bohumil Smolek
Kent Snyder
Constance M. Soja
Taiboo Song
Keren Soto
Careme Starr

Jeff Stephens

Sari Steuber
Janine Stewart
David Svendson and Sarah
Heffron

Giovanni Tedeschi
Gabriela Telleria Machicao
Amelia Terrapin
Darlene Tovado
Robert Traer

Jill Ungar

Stuart Valentine
Wout Van Delm
Peter van Reijen
John and Amy Warner
Patricia Waterston
John Webb
Robert Wenzel
Sanford Wilder
Georgia Williams
Solveig Winckler
Loretta Wrobel
Jeong-Mo Yang



